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with St Pamphilus, out of respect to his memory took the surname of
Pamphili. Besides what he has said of this martyr in his history, he
compiled three books of his life which are much commended by St Jerom,
who calls them elegant, and says that in them he excellently set forth the
virtues, especially the extraordinary humility, of St Pamphilus. But this
work is now lost, though Metaphrastes seems to have borrowed from it
his account of this saint.

A cloud of witnesses, a noble army of martyrs, by which we are en-
compassed, teach us by their constancy to suffer wrong with patience
and strenuously to resist evil. Yet so far are we from bearing the crown
which is purchased by patience and constancy, and so slothful in watching
over ourselves, that we every day suffer the least dust or flies to ruffle our
souls and rob us of our treasure. The daily trials we meet with from
others or from ourselves are always sent us by God, who sometimes, like
a tender parent, trains us up by strict discipline to virtue and glory;
sometimes throws difficulties into our way on purpose to reward our
conquest; and sometimes, like a wise physician, restores us to our health
by bitter potions. If he at any time punishes our contempt of his love
and mercy by severity and chastisements, even these he inflicts in mercy
to awake us from our dangerous spiritual lethargy and to procure us many
other spiritual advantages.

The following feasts are celebrated on June i :

ST CAPRAIS, Abbot, the spiritual guide of St Honoratus; he died soon after him, in the Isle
of Lerins, 430 : BLESSED JOHN STOREY, Chancellor of the Dioceses of London and Oxford under
Queen Mary, martyr: ST JUSTIN, the philosopher : ST PAMPHILUS, priest and martyr, " who
sanctified learning by piety and consecrated both to the Divine honour " : ST PETER OF PISA,
founder of the Hermits of St Jerome: and ST WISTAN, martyr. Prince of Mercia, killed by a
rival claimant to his father's throne.

JUNE 2

SAINTS POTHINUS (BISHOP), SANCTUS, ATTALUS, BLAN-

DINA, AND THE OTHER MARTYRS OF LYONS

(A.D. 177)

[From the Letter of the Churches of Vienne and Lyons to their brethren in Asia and Phrygia,
extant though imperfect, in Eusebius's Hist. b. v. c. I, 2, 3, one of the most precious and
most moving monuments of the primitive ages, as Jos. Scaliger observes, in his notes on the
Chronicle of Eusebius.]

AFTER the miraculous victory obtained by the prayers of the Christians
under Marcus Aurelius in 174, the church enjoyed a kind of peace, though
it was often disturbed in particular places by popular commotions or by
superstitious fury of certain governors. This appears from the violent
persecution which was raised three years after the aforesaid victory, at
Vienne and Lyons, in Gaul, in 177, whilst St Pothinus was Bishop of
Lyons, and St Irenaeus, who had been sent thither by St Polycarp out of
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